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It may seem at first glance as though Mark 1:1-8 is primarily about John the 

Baptist. But I want to help you see that John’s sole purpose is to point us to 

the supreme glory of Jesus Christ.  

 

What we are about to discover is that… 

The unfolding of God’s sovereign plan is climaxed in Jesus Christ,  

the Son of God. 

 

Vs. 1 is especially important because it establishes the very purpose of this 

book. Before Mark even shares with us the events of Jesus’ life, he wants to 

make sure that we know precisely who Jesus is and how monumental He is 

in the outworking of God’s plan.  

 

The purpose of Mark’s Gospel is to show that Jesus is indeed the Christ and 

the Son of God. He verifies his proposition immediately in the first 13 

verses. In vs. 11, He recalls how God the Father spoke from heaven at Jesus’ 

baptism and declared, “Your are My beloved Son, in You I am well pleased.”  

 

The first 8 verses are primarily concerned with showing that Jesus is the 

Christ. Remember that “Christ” is not simply Jesus’ last name—He was not 

born to Joseph and Mary Christ. Rather “Christ” is a title which literally 

means Anointed One or Messiah. So in vs. 1 Mark is pointing us to Jesus as 

the Christ—God’s anointed One, the long-awaited Messiah, the One coming 

as the fulfillment of God’s promise. Mark confirms that Jesus is the Christ by 

linking Jesus to the Old Testament Scriptures and showing that the signs 

they were waiting for pointed to none other than Jesus Himself.  

 

Mark wants us to see the supremacy and centrality of Jesus in God’s plan of 

redemption. Mark highlights the glory of Jesus in at least 2 ways: 

 

1. The Old Testament scriptures point to Jesus as God (vs 2-3). 

 

Mark quotes 3 Old Testament passages in vs. 2-3.  Vs. 2 is a 

reflection of Exodus 23:20 and Mal. 3:1 about a promised 

messenger. In Malachi 3:1 this messenger announces the coming of 

God Himself: “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will 

clear the way before Me (Yahweh). And the Lord, whom you seek, 

will suddenly come to His temple…” vs. 2: “But who can endure the 

day of His coming. And who can stand when He appears? For He is 

like a refiner’s fire and a fullers’ soap.”   

 

And so since the days of Malachi, they had been waiting for this 

glorious coming of Yahweh. And Mark points to John the Baptist and 

says, “he is the messenger that prepares for Yahweh’s coming.” And 

Mark and John together affirm that Yahweh has come in the person 

of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Son of God, God Himself, the Yahweh of 

the Old Testament.  

 

Then in vs. 3 Mark quotes Isaiah 40:3: “A voice is calling, ‘clear the 

way for the Lord (Yahweh) in the wilderness; make smooth in the 

desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40 in its entirety is one of the 

most glorious portraits of the greatness of God, and Mark identifies 

that this glorious God—Yahweh—has come in the person of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Mark is emphatically announcing that the anticipated messenger 

has come. He is John the Baptist who points to our great God who 

comes to us in Jesus, the Christ.  

 

2. John the Baptist points to Jesus as the One of supreme worth     

(vs. 4-8).  

 

It’s important for you to understand how significant John’s ministry 

was. Let’s make a few observations:  

 



a. John’s appearance was distinct (vs. 6). The Jews understood 

that vs. 6 was more than just a fashion statement. Not only 

does this description associate John the Baptist with the 

appearance of the prophets, it remarkably identifies him with 

the prophet Elijah. According to 2 Kings 1:8 Elijah was known for 

his unique appearance: “a hairy man with a leather girdle bound 

about his loins.” 

 

For the Jews this association was obvious to them, just like a tall man 

with a distinctive beard and tall top hat would be automatically 

identified as Abe Lincoln today.  

 

This explains why John the Baptist was so popular with the people. 

The last two verses of the Old Testament (Mal. 4:5-6) left the people 

in suspense. It was like waiting for the final chord to resolve at the end 

of a song. What were they waiting for? Here’s the last thing God said 

before 400 years of silence: “Behold I am going to send you Elijah the 

prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. He 

will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of 

the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land 

with a curse.”  

 

John’s ministry was monumental because he was the one who 

came in the spirit of Elijah.  

 

b. John’s popularity was unprecedented (vs. 5). Not only were the 

people attracted to John because of his close resemblance to 

Elijah, but John was also preaching in the power of the Holy 

Spirit causing the hearts of people to be convicted of their sin 

and turning back to God. What we see here in Mark 1 is 

precisely the evidence that what was foretold of John before his 

birth had indeed come to fruition. The angel said to Zechariah, 

(Luke 1:15-17). 

 

The people were drawn to John in unprecedented proportions 

because He was endowed with the Spirit of God.  

c. John’s ministry was radical (vs. 4-5). They called him “the 

Baptist” because no one baptized like John. On occasion the 

Jews would baptize Gentile converts signifying their need for 

cleansing. But John called for all to be baptized, Jews alike. 

There were no exceptions—everyone needed to demonstrate 

repentance if they would be ready for the coming Messiah.  

 

d. John’s message was 2-fold (vs. 4, 7-8). In vs. 4, John was 

preaching a message of repentance. He called all people to turn 

from their sin and return to the way of righteousness. Then in 

vs. 7-8 John pointed to the One who would come after Him. The 

One much greater than John Himself. (vs. 7-8) 

 

We have clearly seen that John’s ministry was of great 

significance:  

� He fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah 

� He comes in the spirit of Elijah 

� His greatness as one endowed with the Spirit was 

impressive 

� His boldness in calling all to repentance was 

remarkable, and his close proximity to Jesus made his 

ministry prominent among the prophets of old.  

Yet in light of the One who would come after Him, John 

considered himself as less than a slave whose job it was to untie 

the dirty sandals of his master. John’s role was to call the 

people to repentance which was symbolized in the cleansing 

water of baptism. But Jesus would baptize them in the Holy 

Spirit—He would give them new life and a new heart.  

 

John is simply the messenger. Yet by coming in the spirit of Elijah and 

fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies of the one who would prepare the 

way for Yahweh, it’s clear that the One he points to, Jesus, is not just 

another prophet to step on the scene. He is the great finale in the unfolding 

of God’s plan.  



In these first 8 verses, Mark has set the stage for the next 16 chapters, for us 

to have a face to face encounter with Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.  

In a nutshell, Mark is telling us, “Pay attention to Jesus! He is the supreme 

One!” The Old Testament Scriptures, the coming of “Elijah,” the Messenger 

of Isaiah, the forerunner of Yahweh Himself, all elevate Jesus to a place of 

paramount importance. He is the central figure and the crowning Jewel in 

the unfolding of God’s sovereign plan. If our lives should be centered on any 

one thing, it is Jesus who alone can give to us the Holy Spirit and all of his 

benefits.  

So how might this passage influence the way we respond to Jesus today?  

Let me point out one key application. In the unfolding of His sovereign plan, 

God ordained a particular way that would be appropriate to prepare to 

encounter His Son. That way was a careful reckoning with our sin—

repentance. John prepared the way for Jesus by preaching a message of 

repentance. Jesus Himself began His ministry with a message of repentance. 

(Mark 1:14-15)  

Faith in Jesus, apart from repentance, is not genuine. Jesus and His 

disciples consistently preached a message of repentance calling sinners to 

turn from their sin in order to turn to Christ in faith.
1
  

Even John the Baptist understood that to go through the motions of 

baptism apart from a true heart of repentance, resulting in life change, was 

all the more damnable. In Matt. 3, some of the Pharisees came to John to be 

baptized, yet John detected that for them it was an outward show without 

an inward sorrow. John responded to them saying, “You brood of vipers, 

who warned you to flee the wrath to come? Therefore, bear fruit in keeping 

with repentance…As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His 

sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing 

fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He 
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will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” (Matt. 3:7-8, 11-12).  

The bottom line is sobering: there is no salvation apart from repentance. 

Listen carefully: Some people today want to just add Jesus to their life. They 

want what Jesus offers but they are unwilling to forsake their life of sin.  

But Jesus cannot have it both ways. He must be Lord and overcome one’s 

life of sin, or He cannot deliver you from the wrath to come or bestow on 

you all the benefits of His grace.  

Some people are drawn to Jesus because they want help to overcome their 

alcoholism, depression, or illness. They are seeking some benefit from Him. 

And Jesus can powerfully overcome all those things and more in a person’s 

life. But do they really understand the serious consequences of their life of 

sin and are they ready to embrace Jesus because they are hell-bound 

sinners in need of grace, or do they just want Jesus to help them out of their 

fix—maybe they just want their marriage back or they want the dignity of a 

religious life, but are they willing to repent of their sinful hearts? Are they 

coming for help or are they coming in full surrender, desperate for His grace 

to transform the very core of their lives.  

There are many benefits to life in Christ. But you cannot have both the 

riches of grace and the enticements of sin as the delight of your heart. You 

cannot call Jesus Lord and go on living your life independently of Him and 

enjoying that which dishonors Him. You must choose which one you will 

love and which one you will hate. You must repent. You must be willing to 

forsake all that opposes Christ. And in repenting of your sin, you turn and 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, whose death was sufficient to pay for your 

sin and whose resurrection gives you new life in the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live a righteous, God-pleasing life.  


